Journalism







News/Feature Evaluation
Writer____________________________________

Subject____________________________________

Primary criteria (50 points):______________
1. Anecdotal or descriptive “hook” (feature)


2
4
6
8
10 

    or Lead draws reader in  &includes 5Ws  H (news)
    Interviewee clearly identified in lead (personality profile)

2. Submission for this issue is timely (news) or


2
4
6
8
10

    has an element of timelessness (feature)


 
3. Anecdotes, other examples bring subject to life (features)
2
4
6
8
10

    and/or contains accurate details (news)

4. Sharp observation and well-chosen details enhance the

2
4
6
8
10

    uniqueness of the subject (features) and/or
   All facts and figures checked (all stories)
5. Story a mix of text and direct quotations


2
4
6
8
10

    (min. 2 quotes from 2 different sources)

Other content, style criteria (30 points):________

6. Editorializing avoided




1
2
3
4
5

7. Style of writing is clear and precise; flows smoothly

1
2
3
4
5

8. Word choice is lively and language is appropriate

    -no clichés, offensive terms, jargon, big words


1
2
3
4
5

9. Use of active verbs whenever possible



1
2
3
4
5

10. Good transitions throughout the article


1
2
3
4
5

11. Simple, direct sentence structure



1
2
3
4
5

Presentation Criteria (10 points):________




(Corrects spacing, size, margins, intended section identified, 
2
4
6
8
10
story follows class style guidelines-“said”/justified


alignment/#s etc)


Conventional Criteria (10 points):________


2
4
6
8
10
(Story demonstrates comprehensive mastery of 

grammar, spelling, punctuation and attribution of stories)

(-10 if writer missed either 1st draft or final deadline)

Final Grade:​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​__________________

