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when requesting Journalism Honors credit.)

Note: The following document was created by a group of advisers from North and South Carolina during the March 2-4 SIPA Convention. The group decided the proposal was complete, but they realized that individual advisers would need to make it fit their individual district’s needs/wants. No proposal can be a “one size fits all” document.

Proposal for Honors Journalism
In order to provide students with personal, vocational and professional enrichment; and in order to encourage students not only to use but also to personally apply higher level thinking; increase media literacy; and in order for South Carolina students to be consistent and competitive with other school districts both nationally as well as state wide; newspaper, yearbook and broadcast courses should institute an Honors Credit. 
Rational
	Students who have devoted three or four years of their high school careers to a subject area and continue to be recommended for the next level each year are no longer working as novices, but are progressing independently at a faster pace and with more depth than beginners.  These students are highly attuned to their audiences and the purposes for the publications through which they are communicating.
	Students who are responsible for planning coverage, demonstrating fair and ethical practices in writing, editing, designing, financing and distributing, and helping to train co-workers while working independently in a responsible manner should earn honors level credit in these courses.  
(Windsor, MJE, Kay.  ”Give Credit Where Credit Is Due”  R.J. Reynolds High School.  Winston-Salem, NC)

Objectives of Honors Curriculum
· Students will be able to develop and apply an effective research process to gather, analyze and evaluate information for their writing.
· Students will acquire and record information effectively during the writing process.
· Students will compose well-developed text with effective organization and sentence structure.
· Students will apply, analyze, evaluate and apply elements of a variety of media

Generalizations
1. The purpose of a student newspaper is to produce an accurate, relevant, engaging, informative,
enlightening and entertaining record of a year in the life of a particular school.
2. An understanding of the journalist’s rights and responsibilities guarantees the record is fair
and accurate.
3. Each staff member must challenge himself/herself to synthesize writing, design, organizational,
teamwork, and leadership skills necessary to produce a successful publication.
4. A balance between creative portrayal of the year and the reality of limited budget must be
maintained.
**The generalizations will be used to create a framework for developing a professional quality publication. These concepts will be addressed, informally or formally, on a daily basis as individual and/or staff publication issues arise.

Criteria for Publications Honors
Honors students will complete all standard course work assigned in the class.  Additionally, they will complete the following:
· Students will create an expanded portfolio completed according to South Carolina Scholastic Press Association (SCSPA)/Journalism Education Association (JEA) standards and guidelines.
JEA Evaluation Criteria:
A.  Skilled and Creative Use of Media
B. Inquiring Mind and Investigative Persistence
C. Courageous and Responsible Handling of Sensitive issues
D. Variety of journalistic experiences
E. Sustained and commendable work with community media
· Students will demonstrate additional class responsibilities such as editorial or management positions.
· Students will perform a special formative assessment which will include the following:
 1. Media Critique: Staff members will review and critique a student publication from another school using an evaluation instrument from the South Carolina Scholastic Press Association or from Southern Interscholastic Press Association. The forms were created by the press associations to evaluate newspapers sent to them for competition. Students first read the most recent SCSPA or SIPA evaluation of their own publication. Then they receive at least two copies of another scholastic publication and a blank form with which they critique the product. This exercise helps students know what professional evaluators are looking for in a student publication.
2. Style Sheet Creation: Students will design and publish a style sheet for the publication for the media staff to follow.
3. Design Journal: Each student will generate a design journal in order to examine new design ideas and develop his/her own Computer Assisted Design (CAD) skills.
Journal Assignment:
A. Research six new design styles or elements in current publications.
B. Choose four of these ideas to reproduce.
C. Recreate the four elements that you selected.
D. Number the design elements. For each label the following:
· Identify the source of the idea.
· Evaluate the idea.
· Provide an analysis for suggested changes. 
· Create a new design based on the analysis and evaluation.
4. Story Ideas: Using various forms of mass communications, create a file of ideas that can be localized to our school and covered in the school media. For example, an election year story in Newsweek magazine may lead to a story about high school students who will be eligible to vote in the next presidential election or a story on high school students who help with the local Kids Voting civic activity on Election Day. 
A.Generate five new story ideas each week. Turn them in with the following information:
• What is the idea?
• What is the source of idea (specific magazine, newspaper, etc.)?
• How can we localize it to make it relevant to our students?
• Why do you like it?

· Students will document 50 hours of journalism-related activities outside the predetermined class time.  Hours can be earned attending journalism conferences, preparing for a competition, working as a mentor or an intern, writing for publication for other venues or in another capacity approved in advance by the instructor.


ADDENDUM 1
SCSPA Journalism Standards
Journalism
Social Aspects (History, Law, and Ethics) (S) The student will study the history, law, and ethics of journalism in order to gain an understanding of the background of the journalism field. 
Key: Newspaper (N), Yearbook (Y), Broadcast (B), All (ALL)


 Journalism History 
J-S1	The student will demonstrate an understanding of the role that the history of journalism plays in its 
	current applications. 

J-S1.1	Demonstrate an understanding of the history of media in society. (ALL)
J-S1.2	Demonstrate the ability to make connections between the history of media and its current role in society. (ALL)
J-S1.3		Demonstrate knowledge of the history of yellow journalism and its implications on media in society. (ALL)

Media Ethics
J-S2	The student will demonstrate the ability to apply a knowledge of ethical guidelines to make decisions in simulated or real scenarios faced by journalists. 

J-S2.1		Demonstrate the ability to identify and explain ethical standards. (ALL)
J-S2.2	Demonstrate the ability to define plagiarism and identify what constitutes as plagiarism. (ALL)
J-S2.3	Demonstrate the ability to distinguish his or her own ideas from the information they gather from other sources. (ALL)

 Media Law
J-S3	The student will demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of the First Amendment and how it applies to high school journalism.

J-S3.1		The student will demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of the First Amendment and how it applies to high school journalism. (ALL)
J-S3.2		Demonstrate an understanding of significant Supreme Court cases that have impacted scholastic journalism in the areas of the Freedoms of Expression as provided by the First Amendment (Tinker, Fraser, Hazelwood, etc.). (ALL)
J-S3.3		Demonstrate an understanding of copyright and how it applies to scholastic journalism. (ALL)
J-S3.4		Demonstrate an ability to define libel and censorship. (ALL)
		 


Writing (Interviewing, Writing, and Editing) (W)	The student will construct original works using journalistic style. 


The Interviewing Process
J-W1	The student will write interview questions and conduct interviews that will lead to well-researched, balanced and accurate pieces. 

J-W1.1	Demonstrate an ability to distinguish between primary and secondary sources. (ALL)
J-W1.2	Demonstrate the ability to identify appropriate sources for a variety of topics. (ALL)
J-W1.3	Demonstrate the ability to define credibility. (ALL)
J-W1.4	Demonstrate the ability to identify and use credible sources. (ALL)
J-W1.5  Demonstrate the ability to conduct sufficient background research. (ALL)
J-W1.6	Demonstrate the ability to distinguish between open-ended and close-ended questions and how
	to use them effectively. (ALL)
J-W1.7  Demonstrate the ability to use follow-up questions during the interview process. (ALL)
J-W1.8  Demonstrate the ability to organize interview questions appropriately. (ALL)
J-W1.9	Demonstrate the ability to conduct themselves in a professional manner during interview
	Situations. (ALL)
J-W 1.10  Use a variety of technology to facilitate the interview process. (ALL)

The Writing Process
J-W2	The student will write a variety of pieces targeted to a specific audience. 

J-W2.1 Demonstrate the ability to synthesize the information gathered from sources to create his or her
	package. (ALL)
J-W2.2 Use a variety of forms of journalistic writing (news, features, opinions, etc.). (N)
J-W2.3 Demonstrate the ability to use appropriate journalistic style (Associated Press). (ALL)
J-W2.4 Demonstrate the ability to write in formats unique to journalism (headlines, cutlines, graphics, scripts). (ALL)
J-W2.5 Demonstrate the ability to generate story ideas appropriate for the publication’s audience by
	 listening and observing their own surroundings. (ALL)
J-W2.6 Demonstrate the ability to take a news story and develop a localized angle. (ALL)
J-W2.7 Demonstrate the ability to analyze the newsworthiness of a story idea. (ALL)
J-W2.8 Demonstrate the ability to use appropriate language and style to match the audience. (ALL)
J-W2.9 Demonstrate the ability to define angle and to find a variety of angles for a topic. (ALL)
	    J-W2.10 Demonstrate the ability to define lead and identify the various types of leads in 
	                  media packages. (N, Y)
	   J-W2.11 Demonstrate the ability to use a variety of leads in his or her work. (ALL)
	   J-W2.12 Demonstrate the ability to use a variety of organizational styles in his or her packages 
		(inverted pyramid, chronological, cause and effect, narrative journalism, etc). (ALL)
                 J-W2.13 Demonstrate the ability to identify subjective and objective writing and the ability to 
determine when to use each format. (N)
	   J-W2.14 The student will be able to conduct a survey correctly and analyze the results for use in their 
    works. (ALL)
	   J-W2.15 Apply technology to gather, evaluate and use information for media packages. (ALL)

		
The Editing and Revision Process
J-W3	The student will evaluate his or her own pieces as well as work done by peers. 

J-W3.1	Demonstrate the ability to edit and revise one’s own work for language, style, structure, and word usage. (ALL)
J-W3.2	Demonstrate the ability to critique the work of peers for language, style, structure, and word usage. (ALL)
J-W3.3	Demonstrate the ability to apply guidelines set forth by the Associated Press Handbook. (ALL)
J-W3.4	Use, analyze and evaluate other media pieces as models to produce their own work. (ALL) 
J-W3.5	Demonstrate the ability to understand and to use standard proofreading marks. (ALL)
J-W4.6	Demonstrate the ability to write legibly (informal). (ALL)
J-W4.7  Demonstrate the ability to evaluate stories for balance and readability. (ALL)
J-W4.8	Demonstrate the ability to use keyboarding skills to produce articles / scripts (formal). (ALL)


Photography and Videography(P)	The student will recognize, demonstrate, and analyze the qualities of effective visual communication.


Photography and Videography
J-P1		The student will be able to use cameras to create images for publications. 

J-P1.1	Demonstrate the ability to shoot a subject/event from various angles. (ALL)
J-P1.2	Demonstrate the ability to apply the rule of thirds. (ALL)
J-P1.3	Demonstrate the ability to use effective lighting and shadows when shooting subjects/events. (ALL)
J-P1.4	Demonstrate the ability to organize shot in a use/clips-friendly method. (ALL)
J-P1.5	Demonstrate the ability to distinguish between candid and posed shots and know the appropriate use for each type. (ALL)
J-P1.6	Demonstrate the ability to practice photography ethics. (ALL)
	
Design (DS)		The student will learn and be able to apply standard design rules. 

Technology and Design
J-D1 The student will be able to execute elements of design for publications and/or productions, manipulate images correctly when appropriate to do so, and use a variety of strategies to prepare and present their publications/broadcasts.
J-DS1.1	Demonstrate the ability to use text, graphics, photography, sound bytes, video clips to emphasize a range of storytelling possibilities. (ALL)
	J-DS1.2    Demonstrate the ability to use creative approaches for information, design and packaging. (ALL)
J-DS1.3    	Demonstrate the ability to use elements of design to organize packages. (ALL)
J-DS1.4	Demonstrate the ability to analyze, evaluate and use professional models for ideas for their own 
	publications. (ALL)
J-DS1.5	Demonstrate the ability to study current trends of design and apply to their own publications. 
	(ALL)
J-DS1.6	Demonstrate the ability to use desktop publishing/graphic/editing software to create their original 
	works. (ALL)
J-DS1.7	Demonstrate the ability to define terms related to design publications such as line, pica, points, serifs, cropping, scaling, halftone, CMYK, grayscale, etc. (ALL)
J-DS1.8    	Demonstrate the ability to use space effectively, for example, the bullseye effect, planned white
	space, eyeline, head room, rule of thirds,  etc. (ALL)
J-DS 1.9 	Demonstrate the ability to recognize the difference between ethical and non-ethical 
            	manipulation of images. (ALL)
J-DS1.10 	Demonstrate the ability to scale images correctly. (ALL)
J-DS1.11 	Demonstrate the ability to convert images into different formats such as PDF, GIF, JPEG, 
            	TIFF for use in publications. (N, Y)
J-DS1.12 	Demonstrate the ability to convert video files into different formats such as mpg, mov, wmv, for 
            	use in publications. (B)
J-DS1.13 	Demonstrate the ability to produce a COB. (N,Y)
J-DS1.14 	Use appropriate audio skills and formatting for broadcast packages. (B)
J-DS1.15 	Demonstrate the ability to define graphics terminology, such as infograph, chart, time line, logo, 
           	drop shadow, pull quote, drop cap, kerning, skewing, etc. (ALL)
J-DS1.16 	Demonstrate the ability to use color effectively. (ALL)
J-DS1.17 	Demonstrate the ability to know and use the different elements of each graphic, such as source, 
             	headline, explainer, etc. (ALL)


Business Management Skills
J-B1	The student will be able to conduct himself in a professional manner. 

J-B1.1 Demonstrate the ability to apply business and management skills (Business Management). (ALL)
J-B1.2 Demonstrate the ability to save and label files correctly (File Management). (ALL)
J-B1.3 Demonstrate the ability to create and manage data bases of all records. (ALL)
J-B1.4 Demonstrate the ability to circulate their publications. (ALL)
J-B1.5 Demonstrate the ability to create advertisements using the correct format, such as headline, copy, 
            logo, benefits, graphics (advertising). (N, Y)
J-B1.6 Demonstrate the ability to exhibit professional sales techniques. (ALL)

