Curriculum and Instruction

New Course Proposal: Journalism 4 Honors
State Department Code: 3099Y4HW


Date Course Proposal Submitted: October 15, 2013; Cindy Koon; SPHS
	Course Description:  

	Journalism 4 Honors: Honors Journalism is the study, practice and refinement of the fundamentals of journalistic publication including interviewing, copy writing, journalistic style, page design, photography, desktop publishing, marketing, business, advertising and the understanding of the historical and current role of a free press in a democratic society.  Emphasis will be placed on developing effective leadership and decision-making skills that are grounded in the journalists’ code of ethics and First Amendment law.  Honors students are expected to enter the class with fundamental skills in place in order to begin publication production immediately.  They will help train new staff members, provide daily leadership and take on additional production responsibilities. They will provide evidence of meeting additional standards at a higher level of proficiency than in Journalism 3 through the submission of a summative assessment portfolio documenting their personal journey with the state standards, including reflections. This portfolio requirements will be aligned with the National Scholastic Press Association Journalist of the Year Portfolio requirements.


	Rationale:  A description of why the district needs to add the course at this time, including but not limited to, statements about student demand for the course, identified gaps in a curriculum sequence, or preparation for future state or national guidelines, and connections to EEDA high school majors.

	This course is an extension of the current Journalism 3 curriculum with heavier emphasis placed on leadership portfolio production.  Student editors are expected to perform at a higher level than their peers as well as put in additional hours beyond their staff mates.  They are expected to lead their staff; student editors represent the chain of command other staffers will find in the real world.  Additionally, student editors must understand and be fluent in all aspects of publication production including writing (specifically the difference between Associated Press style and MLA or APA style), editing, design, photography, business, marketing as well as law and ethics.


	Budget Implications:  A breakdown of the budgetary implications of adding the course.  Will there need to be additional staff and space to teach the course or can the course be added with no additional funding?  Is the course paid for under a grant or another funding source or will it need to be paid for locally?  Will the course require a new textbook?

	NONE
Standards for Journalism 4 Honors
Honors students will enter the class with basic publication skills already

in place. This class will enable them to perfect those skills. (Standards mastered in Journalism I in italics; standards added on for Honors are in bold: Standards 6 and 7.
Standard 1: The learner will understand the historical,

legal, moral and ethical rights and responsibilities of a free

and responsible press

1.1 Students will demonstrate an understanding of the historical role of

the press by

• Reading and reporting on the history of journalism using both

print and electronic research

• Studying the First Amendment and its application to high school journalism

1.2 Students will demonstrate an understanding of the legal rights and responsibilities of the professional and scholastic press by

• Using in-depth studies of major Supreme Court cases such as Tinker and Hazelwood

• Studying libel law(Journalism I)
• Appropriately applying copyright and trademark laws

• Developing an editorial policy that reflects professional standards of ethics and student rights and responsibilities.

1.3 Students will demonstrate an understanding of moral and ethical issues specific to journalists and publications by

• Establishing and following a journalist’s code of ethics based on professional models

• Studying both historical and contemporary examples of ethical issues and their effects.

• Applying legal, ethical and moral standards to all publications.

Standard 2: The learner will demonstrate mastery of both oral and written communication skills.

2.1 Students will demonstrate their understanding of speaking and listening skills through planning and executing interviews by

• Generating lists of effective interview and poll questions

• Conducting interviews

2.2 Students will learn how to communicate effectively with peers, superiors, government officials and others in the context of

newspaper production by

• Scheduling and conducting interviews in a variety of formats

• Generating polls, surveys and questionnaires

• Covering beats

• Reviewing and researching school records for information

2.3 Students will prepare to write by generating, researching, selecting, and reviewing ideas. This will be demonstrated by

• Using individual and group brainstorming sessions

• Determining the reader for each story

• Applying news values to topics

• Effectively researching topics through use of appropriate sources.

• Analyzing results of polls, questionnaires, surveys

2.4 Students will use conventions, structure and journalistic style in creating copy for publication by

• Applying rules from professional (especially Associated Press) and publication-specific stylebooks.

• Editing all copy for grammar and style.

2.5 Students will show mastery in all types of journalistic writing, including news, features, sports and editorial by

• Collecting examples of different types of journalistic writing

• Identifying stylistic and linguistic features of good writing.

• Producing copy of each type

• Submitting copy to scholastic competitions or professional publications

2.6 Students will apply journalistic style to headlines and cutlines by

• Collecting examples of excellent headlines and cutlines.

• Writing effective examples for publication

• Editing and revising examples.

Standard 3: The learner will develop technical and creative aspects of visual communication through photojournalism.

3.1 Students will enhance their understanding of the technical aspects of photographic equipment by

• Becoming proficient in operating digital and/or traditional cameras and equipment

• Experimenting with camera settings and formats.

3.2 Students will demonstrate an understanding of the content and composition of effective photographs by

• Identifying those elements (such as subject, light, perspective) in amateur and professional contexts

• Applying those elements to their own work.

3.3 Students will refine their understanding of ethical issues in photojournalism by

• Applying established principles to a specific publication

• Reviewing case studies showing the impact of photographs on society.

3.4 Students will use photo editing software to

• Digitally edit photographs

• Create graphics

• Enhance page design.

Standard 4: The learner will develop business, advertising and public relations skills needed to produce professional and scholastic publications.

4.1 Students will develop the business and financial skills to run a publication by

• Determining the budget needs for the year.

• Creating a fund-raising campaign.

• Using appropriate accounting practices such as contracts, spreadsheets, databases and receipt books

• Establishing working relationships with publisher, advertisers, distributors, school officials

4.2 Students will develop the creative skills and sales and marketing techniques necessary for advertising by

• Generating an ad campaign

• Identifying potential advertisers

• Providing service to advertisers after the sale

4.3 Students will learn to ethically and effectively represent their publication and school in both school and community settings by

• Producing accurate, credible copy

• Respecting privacy rights

• Avoiding sensationalism.

Standard 5: The learner will demonstrate an understanding of the elements and techniques of advanced page layout and design.

5.1 Students will demonstrate basic design principles in page layout by

• Applying standard elements such as modular design, dominant art, typography and white space.

• Critiquing professional and amateur layouts

• Using jargon specific to page design

5.2 Students will incorporate cutting edge professional design ideas in their student publications by

• Collecting examples and adapting layouts from established publications.

• Reviewing sources and collections of award-winning design

• Participating in journalism conferences to learn current trends

5.3 Students will demonstrate mastery of graphic and layout software used in desktop publishing by

• Designing and laying out pages.

• Critiquing the design of pages.

• Peer editing layouts

Standard 6: The learner will establish and exercise editorial leadership within the context of a publications staff.

6.1 Students will practice editorial leadership and decision making in the publication process by

• Leading staff meetings.

• Delegating responsibilities to staff members

• Mentoring new staff members

• Training staff members in use of equipment

• Teaching staff members such skills as interviewing and editing

• Editing copy and page design.

• Being responsible for final decisions

6.2 Students will incorporate organizational, staff and time management skills in the operation of a publication by

• Establishing publication schedules and deadlines

• Leading team-building activities with the staff

• Responding in a professional manner to readers, advertisers, administrators and community members.

• Mediating disputes among staff members.

Standard 7: The learner will employ current computer technology in all processes of print and electronic journalism.

7.1 Students will practice appropriate legal and ethical use of Internet resources by

• Obeying all copyright laws.

• Citing all sources.

• Obtaining express written permission to use items from Internet sources.

7.2 Students will demonstrate proficiency in using digital editing programs as part of the electronic publishing process by

• Staying abreast of new programs and updates.

• Producing more sophisticated publications.

7.3 Students will study Web-based publications by

• Reviewing electronic and print publication Web sites.

• Establishing an online version of student publication.

Generalizations 
1. The purpose of a student newspaper is to produce an accurate, relevant, engaging, informative, enlightening and entertaining record of a year in the life of a particular school.

2. An understanding of the journalist’s rights and responsibilities guarantees that the record is fair and accurate.

3. Each staff member must challenge himself/herself to synthesize writing, design, organizational, teamwork, and leadership skills necessary to produce a successful publication.

4. A balance between creative portrayal of the year and the reality of limited budget must be maintained.

The generalizations will be used to create a framework for developing a

professional quality publication. These concepts will be addressed,

informally or formally, on a daily basis as individual and/or staff

publication issues arise.

Essential Questions for the course
1. What are the rights and responsibilities of the scholastic press?

2. How can effective student leadership guide newspaper staff members to create the most accurate, relevant, engaging, informative, enlightening and entertaining record of a year in the

life of the school?

3. What are the specific goals of this publication this year (consider coverage, content, quality, quantity, diversity, deadlines, etc)?

4. How do we know we are producing a high quality publication?

5. How do we balance creative vision with financial limits?

Answering the Essential Questions will establish a direction for the publication. Unlike novice staff members, experienced leaders understand the rights and responsibilities of the student press and know how their publication compares to others in the area and across the nation. They provide the vision, motivation and planning to meet the goals they have set within the boundaries of the finances available.
SPECIAL FORMATIVE ASSESSMENTS WILL INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING:
1. Newspaper Critique: Staff members will review and critique a student publication from another school using an evaluation instrument from the South Carolina Scholastic Press Association

or from Southern Interscholastic Press Association. The forms were created by the press associations to evaluate newspapers sent to them for competition. Students first read the most recent SCSPA or SIPA evaluation of their own publication. Then they receive at least two copies of another scholastic newspaper and a blank form with which they critique the paper. This exercise helps students know what professional evaluators are looking for

in a student publication.

2. Style Sheet Creation: Students will design and publish a style sheet for the publication for the newspaper staff to follow.

3. Design Journal: Each student will generate a design journal in order to examine new design ideas and develop his/her own Computer Assisted Design (CAD) skills.

Journal Assignment:

A. Research 6 new design styles or elements in current magazines or

newspapers.

B. Choose 4 of these ideas to reproduce in Indesign.

C. Open Indesign. Select File, New.

D. Set up a one-page Indesign layout.

E. Reproduce the 4 elements that you selected on the layout.

F. Number the design elements. For each one create a text box (14 point

font) that addresses the following:

• Source of idea

• How you did/might change it to work better for newspaper.

• What section AND story it might work with.

• Why you like it

G. Save to design ideas folder on the desktop. Save as “journalyourname.”

Journal Assignment II: Ongoing, final grade at end of each six weeks.

Following the same format as above, generate a new journal page each week and add 2 new design elements.

4. Story Ideas: Using newspapers, magazines, online or any other sources, create a file of story ideas that can be localized to our school and covered in the school newspaper. For example, an election year story in Newsweek magazine may lead to a story about high school students who will be eligible to vote in the 2012 presidential election or a story on high school students who

help with the local Kids Voting civic activity on election day. Generate five new story ideas each week. Turn them in with the following information:

• What is the idea?

• What is the source of idea (specific magazine, newspaper,etc)?

• How can we localize it to make it relevant to our students?

• Why you like it?



