Notes on Journalism II- (H)

A. Ability and Developmental Level:

This class is designed to meet the needs of the college-bound student. Returning students take leadership roles on the staff (as they had last year). Students who enroll in any journalism course apply and supply 3 teachers’ names as references. Of course, if they are in J-II, I’ve had them in J-I. I had two applicants from the previous journalism teacher—one made the cut – the other student did not. 

Journalism II is a small class setting; as most honors classes are, everyone works together. I can easily monitor the work students are engaged in and have in-depth conferences with the students during each phase of their writing. 

Test scores are available, but most developmental goals are individual and identified through intensive student writing. Daily activities bond the class together and enable everyone to know each other well.

The environment of the class is unique to elective classes and requires a major commitment of each student. I also have to trust students to represent the school and newspaper well at all times.

B. Mechanics/ Style:

Students are instructed to use the style manual in the Paw Prints Handbook, the AP Stylebook, or the AP/UPI Stylebook  in the back of the textbook to check stories for mechanics and style. Proofread carefully, have at least 3 other readers proof your story, use spellcheckers in Word and InDesign. Consistency in style and care in proofreading for spelling and mechanics makes a publication trustworthy to readers. Errors remaining in a published article will result in points off the mechanics grade.

