Harrisonburg City Public Schools 
New Course Proposal

Course Title: Honors Journalism (Newspaper)
State Code: 1213

Description of the Course:
Honors journalism credit will be given to students who are enrolled in their third or fourth years of journalism and complete additional criteria as outlined here. Students will be enrolled in one of the advanced journalism newspaper courses and work on the production of the monthly Newsstreak and newsstreak.com but will do the additional work to earn the honors credit.

To earn the honors credit, students must:
1. hold a leadership position such as a editor-in-chief, page editor, photography/art editor, business/advertising manager which requires several extra hours of work before and after school and more self-discipline and organization
2. complete an extensive portfolio of their work in preparation for entry in any number of contests and/or to prepare for a position on a collegiate or professional newspaper staff
3. document 50 hours of journalism related activities outside of the predetermined class time. Hours can be earned attending journalism conferences, preparing for a competition, working as a mentor or an intern, writing for publication for other venues or in another capacity approved in advance by the instructor.

Rationale for the Course:
Students who commit to a third and/or fourth year of journalism put in more hours problem solving, writing, revising, editing, desktop publishing, marketing, advertising and team building for the newspaper than they do for many of their core AP/honors courses. They assume leadership roles that are more "real world" than we can mirror in most other courses. Producing the newspaper gives these students a sense of pride and ownership that they seldom find elsewhere. Their hours of additional time, learning and commitment deserve to be recognized with an honors designation.

Additional Cost for the Course:
There is no additional cost for this course.

