Boot Camp – Karl Grubaugh – Granite Bay High School (California)

During the first week of school in August, I run the camp for new writers, and my returning editors run the camp for new editors (my regular classroom is about 40 feet from the publications lab, so it's easy to use both spaces). In the writing boot camp, the agenda is a VERY quick introduction to journalism basics (some of my newbies have taken the intro. journalism course, some have not). Journalism writing basics, libel, Gazette writing and reporting guidelines, how to use the Gazette handbook, op-ed writing. These are, as much as possible, interactive, although I tell my students that there is a inevitably a certain amount of "brain dumping" that happens in these sessions. Almost everything they do has something associated with it that we post in our staff information folders so students can reference back when they actually need the information as they begin reporting and writing. ... The editor boot camp focuses on getting new editors (who have all served at least half a year as reporters) up to speed on InDesign and PhotoShop. My returning editors have each newbie create a new document and play around with the basics of placing text, placing photos, editing photos in PhotoShop, changing sizes of photos, cropping, using/creating an editor's library, etc. I have a document I got from Walsworth (I think) that teaches how to do some PhotoShop wizardry, which they use during the boot camp. ... Both boot camps are broadly structured to allow for differentiation where needed. (It all sounds a little more dialed in than it really is, but it works for us.)

Boot Camp – Mitch Eden – Kirkwood High School (Missouri)

Boot camp for yearbook is 1-2 weeks before school begins. It’s typically two days and a mix of instruction and games. Newspaper boot camp is our back-to-school issue or training on the fly.

