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In America, we're used to our government, our industry and
our media putting a spin on events to make the world seem
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a brighter, better place than it really is. But some of China's
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media is showing some impressive spin talent of its own,
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with a rationalization for pollution that is, quite literally,
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Much of China has been suffering through choking smog in
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recent weeks, which has hampered daily activities and
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forced the closure of schools. In response, state
broadcaster CCTV published a list of reasons documenting
the benefits of smog. Yes, benefits.
A Time magazine translator indicated the following CCTV rationalizations for smog:
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1. It unifies the Chinese people.
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2. It makes China more equal.
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3. It raises citizen awareness of the cost of China’s economic development.
4. It makes people funnier.
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5. It makes people more knowledgeable (of things like meteorology and the English word haze).
That's some interesting rationalization. Following that line of thinking, hurricanes also unify people by
forcing them to leave their isolated homes and gather in collectives. Tornadoes give people a sense of the
power of nature. Wildfires place everyone on an equal footing by burning everyone's possessions to the
ground. See? The problem isn't nature, the problem is you.
Oh, but the campaign wasn't done. The Global Times, which is published by the Communist Party's official
People's Daily, noted that smog has a defensive benefit. “Smog may affect people’s health and daily
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lives," the newspaper wrote, "but on the battlefield, it can serve as a defensive advantage in military
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operations." The article pointed to military operations in Kosovo and Saudi Arabia that used smoke as a
means of obscuring the enemy's sight lines and fouling electronic equipment. This takes "we had to burn
the village to save it" to a completely new level.
Contact Jay Busbee at jay.busbee@yahoo.com or on Twitter at @jaybusbee.
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Colorado airports tighten rules on marijuana possession
By Keith Coffman DENVER (Reuters) - Colorado's two largest airports have tightened their rules on marijuana
possession after the state became the first in the nation to allow recreational pot stores to operate, airport officials
said on Thursday. Noting that marijuana remains illegal for any…
Reuters
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in 24 hours. Visit borro.com for details.
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Obama meets spy bosses on NSA reforms
US President Barack Obama met top spy chiefs as he finalized a decision on how to rein in National
Security Agency spying sweeps following revelations by Edward Snowden. Obama met the heads
of the NSA, CIA, FBI and the director of national intelligence as part of a string of meetings with…
AFP

Parents lobby Florida lawmakers on medical marijuana
By Bill Cotterrell TALLAHASSEE, Florida (Reuters) - Parents of children suffering from severe epilepsy and other
illnesses got a sympathetic reaction on Thursday from Florida lawmakers considering the legalization of a new
marijuana strain that shows promising results for controlling seizures. …
Reuters

People`s Choice Awards: Justin Timberlake Wins Big
Justin Timberlake went to Taco Bell after winning big at the People`s Choice Awards on Wednesday,
Jan. 8, 2014.
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Crabtree's return makes 49ers a diﬀerent team
SANTA CLARA, Calif. (AP) — There's a far different dynamic for Colin Kaepernick and the San
Francisco 49ers' offense this time around against Carolina.
Associated Press

No. 15 Colorado Beats Washington St, 71-70 in OT
Scott scores 8 of his 19 points in OT to lead No. 15 Colorado past Washington State, 71-70
ABC News

Landmarks damaged by storms as Cameron suspects climate change
Fierce storms have destroyed several ancient landmarks on the coastline with Prime Minister David
Cameron saying Wednesday he suspects climate change is to blame for the extreme weather. A
giant rock arch and a huge pillar of stone on the south coast of England both simply crumbled away
under the…
AFP

Iraq holding oﬀ on an oﬀensive against al-Qaida
BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq's government is holding off on waging an all-out offensive to retake two key
cities from al-Qaida because of fears that civilian casualties could incite Sunni anger and push
moderate tribal leaders to side with the extremists, analysts and military officials said Thursday.
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Old meets new in 2014 video game lineup
LOS ANGELES (AP) — The usual suspects are back in new video game installments in 2014 —
Mario, Solid Snake and Master Chief, to name a few— but this year they'll also be joined be some
shadowy newcomers with monikers like Aiden Pearce and Delsin Rowe.
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Should You Focus on Saving Money or Paying Oﬀ Debt in 2014?
Did you make a New Year's resolution for 2014? "People who just focus on paying down debt often get depressed
about the slow progress and give up," he says.
U.S.News & World Report LP

Three-wheel $6,800 car gears for 2015 US launch
The sleek three-wheeled car looks futuristic, but, as its creator acknowledges, it uses no new
technology. What makes the Elio Motors vehicle unique is its ultra-high fuel economy and an ultralow price tag: $6,800. The vehicle, which was on display at the Showstoppers startup showcase on
the…
AFP

news.yahoo.com/chinese-government-tries-to-spin-smog-as-a-healthy-benefit--and-aid-to-national-defense-174649885.html

Follow Yahoo News
2/3

