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Going Back Home
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time they are|17, they have t.rave].H-_

8,387 miles outside the United

States. Senior Marin Tusk'is among
the few who have gotten the chance to leave
America for a mission abroad.

This past summer, Lusk jetted from Den-
ver to Los Angeles to Bangkok, Thailand for a
month of missionary work in southeast Asia.
Although she enjoyed a month abroad, Lusk
said there were many challenges that she had
to overcome. ‘By the second week,” she said, “I
was really homesick because I hadn’t learned
to embrace the culture: T kept comparing it to
America./I could easily be critical with things,
like some of the restaurants weren't very nice and
were unsanitary, and I really' missed my friends at
home.”

Instead of bemg J’udgmmml k was open-
minded and ready to tackle any challe
came her way. “One night Iﬂus.%{ling to
of my friends on Facebook and t in-g'hpll'

I was homesick and was .tcllmg me that

was a once-in- a—hfeﬁoppors“ny and th: that

just needed to embr ” Lusk said. “From that

point on, I was dete d to embrace it and not

be critical, and look the good things about
such a great time and
ever.”

7 of missionaries, Lusk
was born in Thailand and lived there until she
was two years old. She said she is proud of where
she comes from and stated that she has a “soft
spot” for Asia. “It was really cool going back
to where I was born and being able to have an
identity that’s so much bigger than Highlands
Ranch,” Lusk said.

A month of being on another continent
brought on a variety of hardships and situations
she was not prepared for. After missing a flight
from Bangkok to Singapore due-to the stomach
bug, she had to travel internationally on her own.
Everyone on the mission team got a stomach
bug.at least once, and for a couple of days Lusk
was bedridden.

When she had to travel by herself without
the comfort of her parents and peers, Lusk con-
fessed to feeling a little nervous. “When I was
on the airplane, at first I was really scared,” Lusk
said, “but then the song called “This Is The Life’
by Two Door Cinema Club came on while I was
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‘hla is really cool as well she said. “Once you
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ce the culture of other nations it’s so mu

said that her favorite part about Thailan o
as the people she encountered. “Thailand

used to be called Siam, which means the land
of smiles. People are really happy and fr1en
Lusk said.

Lusk said she learned a lot from bemg i
a third-world country for so long, and it gave
her a broader, more global perspective. “I thinks
ultimately it gave me a greater global vision o
the world and of people and an appreci
different cultures,” she said. -

LusK'said.it was also a challenge coming back _
to America after s famgeye-opening trqtﬂ' e
a place with so many people who
tunate. “It was weird coming back;especially to
school, because everyone was so focused on —.J-t"_
little,things, like who's dating who — silly thing
that aren’t very significant. But my mind was so
focused on the future and_thingrsrﬁ'y .o' ‘High--
lands Ranch. It totally expanded my view r 5
was sad to see that other people didn't have the
opportunity to see what I saw and experience:
what I experienced,” Lusk said. a i

When asked how she felt about the trip as a £ .
whole, Lusk said she wants te go on moneF is F
sionary trips in the future. “It g?ﬂ realize _-
that I want to go to third-wor co:u;i.c 0 do
missionary work and be a nurse Oﬁrsﬁﬂs_ ” Lu
said. “It’s not every day that you get to see th
world and to get out of your comfort zone:%« o
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