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pencer Fairbairn, a sophomore who
helped with many of the handicapped
students during this year’s Unified soccer
season, said his views on the world have
been changed by working with the athletes.
“They’ve taught me that no matter what
obstacles you face in life, you can always over-
come it,” Fairbairn said. “We may have different
problems or challenges to face than the Unified
athletes, but we all have our own personal dif-
ficulties to face. In their case, it would be their
disability, but for someone like you or me, it

cgange from anything like schoolwork to
S8
s season, he mostly worked with sopho-
more brothers Alex Chambers and Kyle Cham-
bers and#freshman Austin Johnson.

“All'of thiese amazing players have overcome
their own ¢hallenges,” Fairbairn said.
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ed coach the athletes in order
ith their skills. “One of the stu-
dents'T ith had a difficult time scoring
goals, bu ots of practice and determina-
tion, he finally scored for the first time during an
important game,” Fairbairn said.

He said he loves that the program empha-
sizes team cooperation and support. “It’s just an
inspiring program I'm proud to say that 'm a
part of,” Fairbairn said.

By joining the Unified program, sophomore
Paige Mawhinney said she learned life lessons
she will never forget. She said working with
these student-athletes has changed the way she
views their lives and what they go through every
day.

“The Unified athletes never give up,”
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Lesson: It doesn’t matter if someone has a dlsablllty or not
we are all equal as human beings.
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“The Unified athletes just take
to do things, like scoring goals or running ‘
field, but it doesn't matter. They are just as
to us as we are to them,” Mawhinney said
Mawhinney said Unified soccer als"cﬁu
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you say will impact them. You have to leatt
boundaries for each player and know what
are feeling.”
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so much from the support and encourag
the partners give them, and above all, it
them happy, too.
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