Staff Banquet – Mitch Eden – Kirkwood High School (Missouri)
Goal: recognize ALL staff and celebrate the year.
Awards:
New Staffer (editors pick)
Best All-Around (entire staff votes)
Adviser Award
Growth Award ($500 Scholarship donated by a local family whose daughters went through the program)
Alumni Award ($500 Scholarship)
Cory Eden Leadership Award ($500 Scholarship)
We have revealed our yearbook before (timing). We have shown a video, slideshow of photos. Banquet is catered, but my first two were just dessert and drinks. Underclassmen pitch in $5 each to get Senior Gifts.

Staff banquet - Karl Grubaugh – Granite Bay High School (California)

On the day of the spring final exam in late May, we book a local Round Table Pizza and 
the newspaper pays for the all-you-can-eat lunch for all staffers. We give out some staff 
awards, and I try to offer a few inspiring words. We used to do a more formal gathering 
at a student home on Sunday night before the last week of school, but kids have a ton 
going on and I couldn't get everyone there. Now, kids really look forward to this event. 
The downside is parents can't really come, but the upside is it means I avoid another night out

Staff banquet – Sarah Nichols – Whitney High School (California)

Ours is the third week in May and combines all student media. We have dinner and a program. Much of the program takes place while everyone is eating.
Here's what we do:
• Welcome, introductions (including school administrators and alumni present)
• The year in review (adviser highlights a timeline of key happenings)
• Publication awards and ratings (NSPA, CSPA, Quill & Scroll, JEANC Awards)
• Quill & Scroll induction ceremony
• Staff awards
 Best Writer, Designer, Photographer, Mental Attitude, Overall Staffer, Rookie of the 
Year (all voted on by the students)
Adviser's Award (one student from each staff selected only by me)
Story of the Year, Design of the Year, Photo of the Year (voted by students)
• Four year awards (students who are in some aspect of journalism all four years)
• Editors' speeches (the EICs of each publication make a short speech to thank their staff and generally do a little something for me then, too)
• Slideshow
• Unveiling of the yearbook
Robin Sawyer - First Flight High School (North Carolina)
Staff Banquet -- We have an end-of-the-year awards program every year for the combined NP/YB group.  It's a covered dish at our school.  I used to do it at a restaurant, but I wanted kids to bring their families and the cost for a family to attend was more than $50.  So, we started having it at school.  We do the dinner in the cafeteria and move into the auditorium for the awards. The seniors put together a fun slideshow that we show at the end of the night.  I give Most Valuable, Rookie of the Year, etc. And I toast the seniors.  The editors also hand out funny awards to their staffs.  It's a great night.  It costs about $300-$400 a year for the awards, decorations, drinks/paper products, etc.  We do it one of the last days of the school year so there's no conflict with anything else . . . usually.

David Ragsdale - Clark Central High School (Georgia)
Opening and welcome by upcoming editors, introductions of parents, running slide show of photos, a documentary on the year, dinner, a key note speaker, national/regional/state awards followed by in-house awards and senior farewell speeches after I introduce each senior and present them with a farewell gift - a journalism honor cord and framed copy of their favorite issue.

We invite local dignitaries - mayor, superintendent of schools, members of the local press, UGA folk, etc.

Brenda Gorsuch - West Henderson High School (North Carolina)
We have a Quill and Scroll chapter for all our publications. Our induction ceremony in May becomes our staff banquet. We induct new juniors, present honor cords to our graduating seniors, recognize students who have received awards from write-offs or other contests. I like the way Quill and Scroll can unite newspaper, yearbook, other media students so they feel like they are doing the same thing.

Matt Rasgorshek - Westside High School (Nebraska)
Usually, we have a banquet with all publications (we have 5) in early May. We give out individual awards/scholarships and we usually announce the editors in chief and producers for the upcoming year. 

Ben Barnholdt - Rocklin High School (California)
We tend to have between 225 - 250 people.  We have a dinner, awards ceremony, video highlights, and then we play kickball in the gym with the students.


