I’ve used this letter in the past to generate some scholarships for current students on staff.  It’s usually very successful.

Dear __________________:
 
We need your help.  On the Newsstreak staff this year, it is very unfortunate that we have several students who just don’t have enough money to go to some of the journalism conferences and workshops that we normally attend.  We would like to take as many kids as possible to the Southern Interscholastic Press Association annual convention in Columbia, South Carolina March 4-5 as it is the least expensive and one of the strongest workshops we can attend.  Kids will participate in carry-in and on-the-spot writing, photography and design contests as well as hear some premiere keynote speakers and other professionals.
 
I know that when your child was on staff, trips were just as important in the publications experience as they are today.  Kids really bond and form the exciting team that comes back to HHS and creates one of the best newspapers in the United States.  Heck, these trips are the catalyst that leads to lifelong friendships that begin on the Newsstreak staff.  It’s the only teaching experience I’ve ever had where students keep in touch with each other and with me for years after they graduate.
 
Please help us keep the tradition alive any way that you can. I invite you to once again become a patron of the Newsstreak or to sponsor a young journalist for this convention.  You might also consider purchasing an engraved brick to be placed along the entrance to the gym at HHS.  All profits from these go directly to transportation for this conference.
 
Thank you so much in advance for anything that you can do to help.  It is your continued support that has helped the Newsstreak grow and has produced fine young people over the past decade.

