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| wish the idea to write this post was an original, it’s not. It’s inspired from
one Bryan Murley posted back in April on the Innovation in College Media
site. Bryan took a look at college news sites that were named Pacemaker
finalists and wrote this piece detailing what he found.

| found it so interesting | did the same with this year’s crop of high school
sites named Pacemaker Finalists by the National Scholastic Press
Association. | went through the list of finalists and compiled their URL,
high school name, city and state, platform that runs their site, theme (if
applicable), and whether they were a Pacemaker Winner or just a finalist.
You can view the full spreadsheet here:
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I’m sharing this information for what it is, factual data. While | will give a broadcaSt
n

couple takeaways that jumped out at me, | am going to echo a couple
things Bryan said in his post:

1. | am not pushing people to use one platform over another in this post.
I’m just sharing data.

2. This list represents a small portion of schools that are online
throughout the country. If we wanted an accurate picture of what high GUIDE TO MULTIMEDIA
schools everywhere were using we would need to reach out to a much TOOLS
larger pool. .

3. This data on this list might be a little inaccurate as | collected the C I ICk
data in June and sites were judged months ago. Staffs could have ere Or 47,
changed platforms and/or themes since finalists were announced. The MUL‘“MED'A b
spreadsheet and data below show what the finalists were running on
June 1, 2013. I’'ll work to be a little more timely with the post next TOOLS
year.

Having said that, there were three things that jumped out at me.

| figured WordPress would dominate the group, : , ¢ | Te
but | didn’t expect it to destroy it 3k W i Chicago!

|||Il1 0I5
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It wasn’t that | was surprised to see WordPress as the platform of choice
for the masses, what | was surprised by though was the degree to which it
was chosen by these schools. 94 percent of Pacemaker Finalists (47 out of

50) used WordPress to power their sites. Two staffs used Joomla and one _ _ o
View HS Media Online in a larger map

uses HTML/Dreamweaver. While WordPress also dominated the college sites
with 70.4 percent, there were quite a few other platforms that collegiate

staffs were using. STAFFS WITH A SOCIAL
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1| Wordpress

surprised with the variety of themes used

Originally, | wasn’t going to track this but once | got into collecting the
data and saw that WordPress was dominating, | began to wonder if a
specific theme would do the same. | honestly thought there would be 10 or
15 different themes — tops. Much to my surprise, if I’'m reading all the
code correctly, 38 different themes are represented in this list. While the
SNO Flex theme was represented by 9 different sites and the Daily
Headlines theme was represented by three, only a couple other shared a
similar theme and most had a unique one in comparison to others on the
list. The majority of the themes have been purchased and tweaked,
however, there are a few that staffs seem to have built themes themselves
or had one custom made.

It’s the content that counts

...or at least that’s what | take from this. Sometimes, staffs wonder what
they can do to become a Pacemaker finalist or do better in critiques and
competitions. The data above tells me that it’s not as much about what
theme a staff has as much as what they do with it. Sometimes, | see staffs
getting caught up in spending weeks on picking the ‘perfect’ theme and
then they spend three hours deciding how they are doing to populate it
with content. Content is king. It always has been, and the fact that there
are 38 different themes represented on this list reminds me that sites
aren’t just ‘good’ because they have a “good theme.” They stand out
because they do a lot of things well.

Wondering how to do things well? Here’s a nice guide to flip through. It’s a
presentation Logan Aimone put together called “Setting the Pace Online.”
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Q currently the Director of Student Media at Francis Howell

T North High School in St. Charles, Missouri. He is the

A Journalism Education Association Digital Media Chair and
co-Director of Media Now STL. He created The Next 26 and
is a former Dow Jones News Fund National Journalism
Teacher of the Year. You can find him on Twitter @manfull.
He's a proud father. A transplanted lowan. And an avid
Hawkeye Fan.
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